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Christmas 
Tastemakers always know what to ask Santa for. Eight    
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1 Membership of the Tate so I’ll have even 
more to talk about at cocktail parties. £50 
(020 7887 8888; www.tate.org.uk).
2 Elocution lessons. I have been told they would
help me blend in more. Hand-Book of Elocution
and Oratory by Edith Heraud, £11.21, at
www.amazon.co.uk.
3 Tickets to the Royal Opera House. The ballet
would be nice. Ondine tickets £4 to £110 
(020 7304 4000; www.roh.org.uk). 
4 New Balance 498 running shoes. As you read
this, I’ll have eaten my body weight in mince pies.
£55 (0800 389 1055; www.newbalance.co.uk).
5 A Eurostar ticket. To Paris, but not during
Fashion Week. Visit Canal St Martin and Marché
Montreuil. From £64.50 (www.eurostar.com).
6 German lessons. It’s a language I have no
grasp or understanding of whatsoever. It might be
useful, nein? Learn in your Car – German, £19.99,
at www.amazon.co.uk.
7 Swimming lessons. My breaststroke is strong,
but my butterfly is dreadful. Vilebrequin trunks, £80
to £125 (020 7589 8445; www.vilebrequin.com).
8 A Sneeboer shovel. I feel guilty every time I look
at our garden. It looks like Chernobyl. Sneeboer
shovel, £63.95 (www.harrodhorticultural.com).
9 A driver, to wait around and take me from A to B
to Z. £400 for a half-day’s chauffeuring in a Bentley
(07785 254 047; www.patrickrenouf.com).
10 A classic Globe-Trotter suitcase. Even if you
can’t afford to go away, take this for a whizz on the
Tube and talk loudly about exotic locations. £645
(020 7529 5950; www.globe-trotterltd.com).
The best present I have ever received: a Lego
galleon. I was eight. The box was bigger than me.
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