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Every young actress in England was clamouring to play one
of St Trinian's naughty schoolgirls. Annabel Rivkin predicts
an A+ future for the ones who made the grade

eet the new belles of St Trinian’s,

and quite possibly the future

of British cinema. The directors

Barnaby Thompson and Oliver

Parker have harnessed the

Ealing Comedy naughtiness of
the English boarding school and rebooted it by
injecting the best, brightest and sexiest of our
acting talent into their new St Trinian’s film, which
will be released later this month.

Thompson, who was associate producer of
Wayne’s World and produced Spice World, bought
Ealing Studios in 2000. He then went on to
produce The Importance of Being Earnest, which
starred Rupert Everett
and Colin Firth. Oliver
Parker (son of Sir Peter
and brother of the actor
Nathaniel) directed that
film and it was during
this collaboration that
the reinvigoration of the
St Trinian’s brand came
up. It was Everett, a die-
hard fan of the earlier
films made during the
Fifties and Sixties, who
sowed the seeds for
2007’s extravaganza.

The image of school-
girls running wild and wearing whatever they
please is more relevant today than it ever was.
Originally this was epitomised by terrors in tunics
and pigtails smoking, twiddling their suspender
belts temptingly and creating explosions both in
and out of the chemistry labs. George Cole as Flash
Harry lifted his interpretation straight from the
iconic Ronald Searle cartoons and was always to
be found in his mackintosh lurking behind a bush.

The new film is more concerned with the various
teenage tribes that can be found in every school
across the land (although that reprobate Russell
Brand does camp it up with his own modernised
pervy version of Flash Harry). Glamorous though
the actresses look in this shoot, in the movie they
may be geeks, trustafarians, posh tottie, chavs or
emos. The idea was to update the classic franchise
while remaining faithful to the spirit of what many
have come to see as the classic films.

Amara Karan, Tamsin Egerton and Antonia Bernath

‘I think that, in a general sense, the St Trinian’s
films encapsulated a paradox in the British,’ says
Thompson. ‘On the one hand, we are upstanding
and establishment; on the other, we are eccentric
and bohemian. In a world that gets increasingly
politically correct that idea seems to get more and
more relevant. The very things that made the first
films great seem to be even more true now.

‘I think we probably saw every young up-and-
coming actress in the country - a trial as you can
imagine - but people just popped out,’ says Parker.
‘It’s fascinating to be able to cast the net so wide.
These days, girls have so much confidence and
energy. Girl power is an unfashionable term, but
modern girls are a real
force of nature! We
should bear in mind
that every  British
actress who can con-
vincingly play school
age will have been sent
up for these roles: this
is the cream.

And these girls are
backed up by sizzling
Casino  Royale  girl
Caterina Murino, who
plays a saucy languages
teacher; national trea-
sure Stephen Fry, play-
ing himself; and England’s hottest supermodel
(and former ES cover girl) Lily Cole as an unlikely
nerd. Rupert Everett has channelled his waspish
charms into drag to take on the role of head-
mistress (he says he looked to Camilla Parker
Bowles) and, in the Kind Hearts and Coronets
tradition, he also plays her brother, the film’s
baddie. Colin Firth, friends with Everett ever since
their career-making turns in Another Country,
and heart-throb to all women great and small,
smoulders all over the screen as the uptight
education minister.

But on the front line of the film are the un-
knowns, the dazzling, cheeky schoolgirls lined
up here. Whether you want to be one of them or
you want to seduce one of them, these are the new
faces you need to know about. Today, St Trinian’s.
Tomorrow, the world...

St Trinian’s is out on 21 December
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