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I
t is the early hours of the morning at Les
Ambassadeurs Club, the Mayfair casino
overlooking Hyde Park, and Sir Philip
Green is on a roll. Surrounded by envious
Arab and Chinese punters, the flamboyant
retail billionaire is playing roulette and the
winnings are piling up. Nervous managers
look on as the wheel spins in his favour.
Suddenly, Sir Philip reaches for his mobile
and the fellow gamblers are surprised to

hear him call his wife Tina. At that very moment
she is also gambling at the Casino Monte Carlo
near their main home. They discuss their evening’s
exploits and chuckle at their good luck. 

The billionaire is a prolific gambler and the club’s
best customer, although he also frequents The Ritz

ANOTHERSPIN
What’s the latest trophy asset for a socially aspirational

billionaire? A West End casino,of course. Luckily, for 
Mike Ashley of Sports Direct and Richard Caring of
Annabel’s, there are two old favourites with recent 

Far Eastern owners who might already be persuaded to
sell.Mark Hollingsworth says all bets are back on at 

Les Ambassadeurs and the Clermont 
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